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Jpay: Reaching out to our brothers in prison 

Over the past two years, Bates Place has been partnering with the Grand Rapids Police Department and the Michigan 

Department of Corrections (MDOC) to host a Thursday support group called CLEAR (CLEAR stands for Coalition, 

Leadership, Education And Rehabilitation). This group is co-facilitated by GRPD Officer Terry Dixon and Jay Kimble 

prison inreach worker at Bellamy Creek prison in Ionia. CLEAR is an all men’s support group primarily consisting of 

men who have recently returned to the community after release from prison. 

My work has allowed me to make meaningful connections with the guys who are a part of 

this group, building authentic relationships and learning a lot about the challenges of be-

ing incarcerated. One of those challenges these men face is maintaining communication 

with family and friends, and finding a way for family members to send money for essen-

tial needs. 

Now there is a new system of communication with those who are incarcerated.   

Jpay is a convenient and affordable system that allows an easier route for connecting with 

those who are incarcerated with MDOC. By using Jpay, you can bypass the three to five day time span that it would 

normally take to send messages, money orders or checks to the inmate. 

For staying in touch, nothing beats the speed and convenience of email. Jpay’s inmate email service is the fastest email 

service available to inmates in the country. They usually receive emails within 48 hours. Each email requires a 

“Stamp” and can be purchased online and at Jpay kiosks in the correctional facility. The cost is $10 for 50 email 

stamps. Depending on the facility, inmates may be able to respond electronically, view and print your message, and 

view photo attachments. The inmate email interface is as familiar and easy to use as the email program you use at 

home.  

When sending funds to an inmate with Jpay, the inmate will usually receive access the funds the next day. Transfers 

are quick, completely secure and can be made from the convenience of a home computer, phone or any Money Gram 

agent. Credit cards are accepted. Setting up an account is free and the rates for sending money are competitive. Recur-

ring payments and the ability to send money to multiple inmates are also available. 

Convenient as emails are, there's nothing quite like being able to visit with the inmate in person. Personal visits at 

their correctional facility, however, can be difficult. When physical visits aren't possible Jpay's Video Visitation let's 

you talk “face-to-face” with the inmate in real time. To use the service, the visit must be scheduled and approved by 

the facility. This is made simple with the “calendar” function available on Jpay.com. Different facilities offer a variety 

of rates, duration and availability for Video Visits, though most sessions last 30 minutes. A computer with a web cam  

with appropriate audio capabilities is necessary. 

Inmates may also receive the gift of music. By purchasing a JP3 player for an inmate or sending JP Credits. Listening 

to music is one of the most preferred methods of passing the time inside. The facility offers more than 10 million 

tracks in the Jpay music library. The choices can be downloaded to the corrections -approved JP3 player. Inmates can 

enjoy music in the privacy of their individual units. The JP3 player can continue to be used after release. 

 

 As you can see, there are several ways to continue communication with someone who is incarcerated. To learn more, 

go to the website jpay.com  to get information about Jpay and how it works. I am also willing to answer any questions 

yo may have or to discuss the benefits of Jpay. So stop by for a cup of coffee and a great discussion. 

Blessings, 

Bryan R Blakely Sr 

Executive Director 

 

 



Reflections from the Board... 
 “Be sure to take time to smell the coffee” is a phrase I am sure we have all heard at one time or another. 

We as individuals admittedly get stuck on ultimate goals and big ideas far too often, and the expression is most 

commonly brought before us as a personal admonition to appreciate the little things in life. In that context, the 

saying offers sensible and sage advice. But does this classic saying have value for organizations as well? 

 In his opening keynote speech for the 2010 Global Leadership Summit, Bill Hybels, the summit founder 

and a devoted student of leadership, urged those assembled to not only map out a clear direction for the or-

ganizations they lead on a grand scale, but to also take the time to celebrate the smaller milestones along the 

way. In other words, he encouraged attendees to “smell the coffee”. 

 At the end of our December meeting, the Bates Place Board spent time doing just that as we reflected on 

our journey during 2011. Whether we were recalling the day we received our 501(c)3 approval, the transforma-

tion of the ministry center to a coffee shop, or the fact that our board met each month for a full year, we were 

reminded that we had many milestones to be grateful for.  We also noted that as a faith-based non-profit, we 

weren’t pausing at each milestone to celebrate human achievement, but rather to marvel at the work of the 

Holy Spirit.  God’s hand was as clearly active in the Bates Place narrative this past year as it has been from its 

humble beginnings over 5 years ago.   

 Even in our biggest disappointment from the past year, the unfavorable outcome of a once promising 

grant opportunity, we could celebrate the knowledge gained in navigating through our first grant request, the 

key contacts we made in the process, the heightened profile for Bates Place in the community, and the insights 

we gained about ourselves through introspection and organizational self analysis. Yes, God was active through 

it all. 

 As the enclosed insert indicates, there was plenty of coffee to smell this year for which we give sincere 

thanks to God. We also give thanks to you for your continuing prayer, financial, and volunteer support. You 

have made and will continue to make a profound difference in the lives of the many who visit Bates Place Min-

istries seeking spiritual and practical solutions to life’s challenges. 

We look forward to celebrating many more milestones with you in 2012. 

Joel Rutier 
Bates Place Ministries  

Board of Director President 
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Monday Community Dinner 
 

Although Monday suppers began as a way to serve the community through meals provided by God’s Kitchen, it has been in 

the process of changing its format and purpose. 

 

The new approach comes with a new sense of “family”. The meals are now being prepared at church by Tina, who comes 

from the community. She’s an amazing cook, full of joy, and loves to serve. Her enthusiasm is contagious to those who 

come alongside her to help serve. Everyone is touched by her kind spirit. Those who come enjoy a home-cooked family 

style meal together. Before each meal someone from the 

community reads a passage of Scripture and another will 

open with prayer. Names are stated and blessings of the 

week are sometimes shared. At the conclusion of the meal, 

there’s a concerted effort from  everyone to help in the 

clean-up. There’s laughter between those who serve and 

those who come. First names recognized become the place 

for relationships to be built and trust becomes the avenue 

for Christ to work in mysterious ways. It’s all about be-

coming a family - God’s family This venture is still so 

young in its development. More about all this will be 

shared as time and commitment build on what has been 

born at Monday night suppers. 

 

 

 

Comments from some of those who attend 

Monday Night Meals 

 
“You better be happy you can even come down here “ - 

Mary  

 

“It's alright.” - Tyreese 

 

“A nice bunch of people.” - Neil 

 

“I enjoy the Monday meal and interacting with the  

people .“- Tracey 

 

“Awesome” - Shawn  

 

“It's always good, we got a good cook .“- Carla 

 

“You come for the meal, but you stay for the  

Fellowship.” - Randy 

 

“Relationships, the love of Christ and getting to know  

the community. “- Bryan 
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 Monday Meal Stats 2011 
 

Month           # of Meals served           # of people served 

 

January   3   88 

February  4   108 

March   4   116 

April    4   104 

May    4   166 

June    3   126 

July   3   79 

August   4   131 

September  2   57 

October   5   162 

November  4   200 

December  3   144 

Total   43   1481 



My Bates Place Internship 
 You come in, get a cup of the Bates Place special blend, and enjoy a spot on 

the couch. There is no agenda, no list of jobs that need to be done, or no line of people 

waiting to be served. You simply make yourself available and pursue intentional rela-

tionship building. The people who come in are not problems to be solved; each one is  

involved in God’s story of salvation. Bates Place is situated in the community to play 

an integral role in the story of each person who stops by, walking alongside the person 

who is trying to find firmer foundations in their life. The goal is to help those in need 

find spiritual and practical solutions by empowering them, rather than enabling them.  

 Bates Place provides a variety of specific situations that allow for genuine relationship building. The Monday 

night community meal offers free fellowship to all who walk through the doors and, of course, food is provided as well. It 

is an opportunity for the church to make real its commitment to be involved in the community not only volunteering as 

cooks, servers and cleaning up, but also engaging with people by actively listening and learning names, planting the seeds 

of an authentic relationship. The summer monthly food truck offers another avenue to better know our brothers and sisters 

in the community. The 2 ½ tons of food that rolls into the church parking lot is not only our response to the Biblical man-

date to feed the hungry, but it is also the lure used in our fulfillment of Christ’s call to become fishers of men. While a 

variety of nourishing food is displayed on tables, the fruits of the spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 

Gentleness, and Self-control, are also prominently on display and are sensed by members of the community. As people fill 

their bags with food, they are also being filled internally with the love of Christ.  

 Preaching from the pulpit the church’s mission of being a light in the community and shouting this message from 

the steeple remain insufficient without intentional action in the community. There is a place for you at the table during the 

community meal. Become intentional in the church’s mission of loving its neighbors. Begin to deposit into the emotional 

banks of those in need and establish lasting relationships. Looking for a place to start? Come into Bates Place, fill your 

coffee cup and find your spot on the couch.  

        Derek Buursma 
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Visitors to Bates Place Ministries 2011 

 

        Month   # of People who visited   # of total visits 

 January    65     91 

 February   12     14 

 March    20     27 

 April    16     27 

 May    10     11 

 June    25     39 

 July    30     49 

 August    42     84 

 September   39     70 

 October    42     69 

 November   40     84 

 December   40     70 

             Total    381     635 


